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1 . THE LONGSTANDING OPPOSITION TO THE PARK REGIME OF MUCH 
OF THE SOUTH KOREAN PRESS, UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY, AND OTHER 
LIBERAL URBAN GROUPS HAS BEEN INTENSIFIED BY THE ANTI- 
DEMOCRATIC MEASURES TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT SINCE LATE LAST 
YEAR. THE ROK CIA'S AUGUST ABDUCTION OF OPPOSITION LEADER 
KIM TAE CHUNG FROM A TOKYO HOTEL STIMULATED ADDITIONAL 
CRITICISM FROM VIRTUALLY ALL ELEMENTS OF KOREAN SOCIETY. 

BY AGREEING WITH TOKYO EARLY THIS MONTH ON A RESOLUTION 
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OF THE KIM CASE, THE PARK GOVERNMENT MOVED TO DEFUSE 
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THE CASE AS AN ACTIVE ISSUE IN KOREAN POLITICS. NEVERTHE- 
LESS, THE POSITION OF THE ROK CIA, A PRINCIPAL PILLAR OF 
THE PARK REGIME, HAS BEEN WEAKENED AND A SEOUL CONSCIOUS 
OF ITS TARNISHED INTERNATIONAL IMAGE MAY BE LESS READY TO 
UTILIZE OVERTLY REPRESSIVE MEASURES TO COUNTER OPPOSITION 
OVER COMING MONTHS. 

2. STUDENTS REACT. PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT REACTION 
TO THE KIM AFFAIR WAS THAT OF THE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. 

KOREAN STUDENTS HAVE SOME REPUTATION FOR POLITICAL 
ACTIVISM; THEY PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE OVERTHROW OF 
SYNGMAN RHEE IN 1960. ON OCTOBER 2, SEVERAL HUNDRED 
STUDENTS DEMONSTRATED AT SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (SNU), 
DEMANDING THE ’TRUTH” ABOUT THE KIM TAE CHUNG KIDNAPPING 
AND AN END TO "FASCIST CIA RULE" AND ALLEGED JAPANESE 
ECONOMIC DOMINATION. RIOT POLICE SWEPT UP MORE THAN 200 
STUDENTS AND ENDED THE DEMONSTRATION WITH DISPATCH AND 
WITHOUT BLOODSHED. PRESIDENT PARK, REPORTEDLY FURIOUS, 
ORDERED STERN MEASURES TO PREVENT ANY REPETITION. 

3. THE ROK CIA WAS CAUGHT OFFGUARD BY THE FIRST SIGNIF- 
ICANT ANTI-REGIME STUDENT POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN TWO YEARS. 

ITS CONTROL OF THE CAMPUSES WAS IN EFFECT CALLED INTO 
QUESTION BY STUDENTS WHO SHOWED GREAT SOPHISTICATION IN 
SEMICLANDESTINE ACTIVITY. CAMPUS UNREST, PARTICULARLY AT 
SNU, SIMMERED THROUGHOUT OCTOBER, WITH SPORADIC CLASS 
BOYCOTTS, CLANDESTINE ANTI-GOVERNMENT LEAFLETS, AND LOW- 
LEVEL POLITICAL MEETINGS. 

4. THE OCTOBER 25 DEATH OF AN SNU LAW PROFESSOR DURING 
ROK CIA INTERROGATION FURTHER HEIGHTENED TENSIONS. SINCE 
THE STUDENTS GENERALLY BELIEVED THE ALLEGED 'SUICIDE' 

HAD OCCURRED IN CONSEQUENCE OF CIA TORTURE, ROKG OFFICIALS 
EXPECTED A STRONG CAMPUS REACTION. THEY MOVED QUICKLY TO 
FORESTALL IT. ON OCTOBER 26, THEY RELEASED KIM TAE CHUNG 
FROM HOUSE ARREST. ON OCTOBER 28 THEY RELEASED ALL BUT 
A HANDFUL OF THE ARRESTED STUDENTS. 

5. BUT THESE CONCESSIONS ONLY WHETTED STUDENT DEMANDS. 

SNU BOYCOTTS CONTINUED AND 2,000 STUDENTS REPORTEDLY 
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SIGNED A STATEMENT PLEDGING TO WITHDRAW EROM THE UNIVER- 
SITY IF ALL DEMONSTRATORS WERE NOT RELEASED AND "DEMOCRACY 
RESTORED." ON NOVEMBER 5 SEVERAL HUNDRED TAEGU UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS MARCHED OFF CAMPUS IN THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT 
DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE SEOUL. ON NOVEMBER 6 40 STAFF 
MEMBERS OF THE INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPER TONGA ILBO STAGED A 
SITDOWN STRIKE IN THEIR EDITORIAL OFFICES DEMANDING CIA 
PERMISSION TO COVER THE TAEGU ACTIVITIES. ACCEDING TO 
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THE DEMAND, THE CIA HAS PERMITTED MEDIA COVERAGE OF SUB- 
SEQUENT STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS. MEANWHILE, HOWEVER, THE 
5TH INFANTRY DIVISION, RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING ORDER 
IN THE CAPITAL, HAS BEEN PLACED ON STANDBY ALERT. NEVER- 
THELESS, STUDENT DISSENT, THOUGH STILL RELATIVELY LOW KEY, 

HAS CONTINUED TO MOUNT. SCATTERED CLASS BOYCOTTS ARE 
TAKING PLACE AND SOME STUDENTS HAVE TAKEN TO WEARING BLACK 
MOURNING BANDS ON SEOUL CAMPUSES. 

6. THE OUTLOOK. OUTWARD INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE PARK 
REGIME HAS THE SITUATION WELL IN HAND. THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS SOME HEETY INSTRUMENTS OF CONTROL AT ITS DISPOSAL - 
CIA AGENTS, ORDINARY POLICE, A RECENTLY EXPANDED RIOT 
POLICE, REGULAR ARMY UNITS. IN ADDITION, THE REGIME 
COUNTS ON THE EXCELLENT RICE CROP AND DECLINING UNEMPLOY- 
MENT TO BOLSTER IT AGAINST POLITICAL DISTURBANCE. MORE- 
OVER, FEW OF THE 60,000 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS IN SEOUL ARE 
POLITICALLY ACTIVE, THE DECEMBER-THROUGH-FEBRUARY MID- 
WINTER UNIVERSIY BREAK IS FAST APPROACHING, FACULTIES 

ARE URGING CALM AND THE OPPOSITION NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
HAS AVOIDED INVOLVEMENT. 

7. NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE DISTURBING ELEMENTS IN THE 
OVERALL SITUATION - THE APPARENTLY INCREASING ISOLATION 
AND INFLEXIBILITY OF PRESIDENT PARK, SIGNS OF DISCONTENT 
AMONG THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AND OTHER GROUPS OUTSIDE 
THE UNIVERSITIES, AND CONTINUING INFLATION. PERHAPS MOST 
SIGNIFICANTLY, THE EXCESSIVE CAUTION OF THE REGIME'S OWN 
BEHAVIOR BETRAYS A NERVOUS UNEASINESS WHICH BEARS 
CONTINUED WATCHING. RUSH 
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